Hereditary leaky red cell syndrome in a Swiss family.
A Swiss family was found to have a hereditary hemolytic disorder associated with excessively leaky red cell membranes. Hemolysis was mild and fully compensated. Membrane lipid analysis revealed an increased phosphatidylcholine:phosphatidylethanolamine ratio. Membrane leaks included an increased permeability to sodium, potassium, calcium and, possibly, creatine. It is suggested that in hemolytic states, the combined finding of reticulocytosis and normal red cell creatine might be an easily obtainable clue to the presence of a leaky red cell syndrome.